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SACRAMENTO UPDATE

Pursuitof CountyPositionon Legislation

AB 2082 (Ridley-Thomas),which appliesonly to Los Angeles County, would remove
the Board of SupervisorsandtheDepartmentof Public SocialServices(DPSS)Director
from the PersonalAssistanceServicesCouncil’s (PASC) governingboardnomination
and selectionprocessand, instead, requirethe PASCgoverningboardmembersto be
elected by a general mail ballot election among consumers receiving In-Home
SupportiveServices(IHSS).

Under AB 2082, all 15 membersof the governingboardwould have to be current or
pastIHSS recipients.Personsseekingelectionto the board must submit a nomination
petition containingthenames,signatures,andsocial securitynumbersof at least1,000
eligible voters (1HSS recipients)to theLeagueof WomenVoters(League). The League
would be responsiblefor conductingthe elections,and the PASCwould be requiredto
provide funding for the election. In contrast,thecurrentCounty ordinancerequiresthe
PASC governing board to consist of 15 members,at least 51 percentof which are
current or past recipientsof 11-155. Each Supervisornominatestwo persons,one of
whom must bea pastor presentlHSS consumer,andtheDPSSDirectornominatesfive
persons,threeof whom must be pastor presentIHSS consumers.The Board makes
thefinal appointmentsto the PASCgoverningboard.
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Thus, AB 2082 would require passage of an ordinance to establish a governing board
selection process that is counter to existing Board policy. By mandating that the
nomination and selection procedures for the governing board be changed from the
methods established by the existing ordinance, and removing the Board’s final
appointment powers, AB 2082 infringes upon the Board’s decision-making authority.

The PASC indicates that, absent concurrent enactment of a new County ordinance with
implementation of AB 2082, there would be no registry to match a provider and
consumer, no wage contracts, no health plan for providers, no recruitment of providers
and no access to training for consumers and providers, which could continue indefinitely
until a new ordinance was enacted. In addition, the PASC indicates that AB 2082 raises
confidentiality concems by requiring social security numbers of IHSS recipients to be
provided as part of the nomination process. Furthermore, the PASC indicates that
AB 2082 would undermine its role in improving the IHSS program, and has therefore
taken an oppose position on the measure.

County Counsel believes that AB 2082 would violate Federal confidentiality laws by
requiring the County to release the names, addresses and social security numbers of
IHSS consumers for purposes of conducting an election of the PASC governing board.
Existing Federal law specifies the circumstances under which such information can be
disclosed and used. Disclosure for election purposes is not cited as an allowable
circumstance.

DPSS indicates that AB 2082 would bar the Board from legislating changes to the
composition and method of selection of the public authority’s governing board. Only the
State Legislature would have the authority to make such changes for Los Angeles
County. DPSS and the PASC recommend that the County oppose AB 2082, and we
concur.

Because AB 2082 would undermine the Board’s authority regarding the PASC,
and alter the PASC’s composition and governance, our Sacramento advocates
will oppose AB 2082. Opposition to AB 2082 is consistent with existing County policy
to oppose measures which infringe upon local control and the Board’s decision-making
authority.

AB 2082 is sponsored by SEIU Local 434B. This measure is set for hearing in the
Assembly Human Services Committee on Tuesday, April 13, 2004. There is currently
no registered support or opposition.
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AB 2446 (Montanez)would expandthelist of projectseligible for joint-usebond funding
to include parks, recreationalcenters,cultural arts centers,technologycenters,health
clinics, andathletic fields. Proposition47, a 2002 statewideschoolbond act, providing
over$13 billion for public educationfacilities, allocated$50 million for joint-useprojects,
which were narrowly definedto include multipurposerooms, gymnasiums,child care
facilities, and libraries. On March 2, 2004, thevotersapprovedProposition55, which
provides an additional $12.3 billion for public education facilities, with another
$50 million for joint-use projects.

AB 2446 seeks to promote cooperationand collaboration between school districts,
local governments,and non-profit agenciesto addresspublic facility and service
deficiencies in areas with overcrowded schools. The Departmentof Parks and
Recreationrecommendsthat the County support AB 2446, as it will provide new
opportunities to obtain funding for park and recreation facility projects, and to
improve servicesin underservedareas, The StateLegislative Agenda,approvedon
December16, 2003, includes support for funding for acquisition, development,and
rehabilitation of parks and recreation facilities and open space. Therefore, our
Sacramento advocates will support AB 2446. This measureis currently in the
Assembly Committeeon Education awaiting a hearingdate. Thus far, there is no
registeredsupportor opposition.

We will continueto keepyou advised.
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